










Appendix 1 

June 2023 – Stone Railhead Crisis Group report 
 

Public meeting of 21st May 

Many thanks to the 60-70 people who attended the meeting on a sunny 

Sunday afternoon. The SRCG gave a full update on its work over recent 

months and its proposals for HS2 Phase 1+, the alternative to HS2 Phase 

2a and 2b. 

HS2 Phase 2a pause 

A pause in HS2 construction was announced by the Secretary of State for 

Transport (Mark Harper) on 9th March. This has led to the cessation to 

most HS2 works at a local level, but sadly not the land acquisition 

programme. This means that local people are still being evicted from 

their properties prematurely. 

The pause has led to the suspension of all Early Civils Works by Kier, 

including its design and construction work for 21 road schemes, 

including the realignment of Yarnfield Lane and its proposed new 

junction with the A34. Although this is good news for multiple reasons, it 

has meant that our ongoing discussions regarding the engineering detail 

have been indefinitely suspended.   

With regard to the Early Environmental Works, including those accessed 

from Yarnfield Lane, we have been verbally told by HS2 Ltd that these 

works would be completed by the end of this month and all signage will 

be removed. However, the sites will be subject to ongoing maintenance 

and signage will be reinstated when Balfour Beatty is carrying out work. 

Most utility works have also ceased, but not before £10s of thousands of 

public money was wasted at Yarlet bank. National Grid works to divert 

the gas main for HS2 were allowed to start only 3 days before the 

Government announced the Phase 2a pause and continue for 6-8 weeks, 

before being reversed and the site restored. 

Realigned Yarnfield Lane - Freedom of Information Act application  

Yarnfield and Cold Meece Parish Council has successfully acquired design 

information relating to these works via an FoI application. A further 

update on this issue will be given next month. 

Schedule 17 HS2 lorry route applications 

As previously reported, HS2 Ltd submitted multiple S17 routes to the 

County Council at the end of January. The original determination date 

was 24th March, which was postponed to 19th May and then 9th June. 

The good news is that Pirehill Lane was removed from the revised 

application for our community area (CA3) on 19th May. This move was 

undermined because HS2 Ltd has since confirmed that Pirehill Lane still 

forms part of its construction plan and reserves the right to use it as a 

haul route in the future. 
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The bad news is that the County Council approved the S17s for CA3 and 

CA4 on 9th June, despite the HS2 documentation containing unverified, 

out of date and irrelevant predictions of HGV movements because HS2 

Ltd’s construction programme has completely changed. This situation 

was made clear to the County Council as part of the detailed Y&CMPC 

consultation submission, but it has ignored the evidence. 

Phase 1+ 

SRCG’s alternative proposal to HS2 Phase 2 will result in far better rail 

services to 75% of West Coast stations located north of Birmingham and 

save the taxpayer £30 billion at current prices. It has been put to 

Government and we are working hard with the objective of seeing the 

Phase 1+ proposal adopted during the Phase 2a pause.  

 

 
 

SRCG 14th June 2023 
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April 2023  1 8 5 

May 2023 2 10  

June 20213 1 9 2 

 

Minute Resolution Action RAG 

Ambition 1 - Environment 

21-524 Village Green Project Meeting with Planning and Streetscene held on 5 June. 

- The cost of advertising the lease (£500) has yet to be resolved with 

Stafford Borough Council looking to see if they can identify a budget to 

pay for this. 

- Planning to look at the boundary lines of the proposed lease to establish 

ownership details of the pavements surrounding the south green. 

- Streetscene to review work needed to “red flagged” trees on the village 

green. 

Progress update report to be brough to next Parish Council Meeting (June 23) 

Site meeting with Stafford Borough Council officers from planning and Streetscene arranged. 

Progress on the project and lease of the village green has again stalled.  

Escalate action to the Borough Council’s Planning Officer 

Cabinet lead and ward councillors pressing Stafford Borough Council officers to release funds 

and agree the lease. 

 

G Achieved A Action – in progress R Warning 

A 
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23-172 Damaged Openreach cover plate  Repair to cover expected to be undertaken in June 23 

Report concern about the need to complete work on the damaged cover again to Openreach. 

Repair will require reconstruction of manhole chamber which will require traffic management 

being put in place. 

Complaint about the failure to repair the damaged pedestrian cover plate in the pavement 

outside the Labour in Vain to be reported to Openreach for a second time 

 

22-285 Traffic management contractors use of 

premium phone numbers to report 

defects 

[Network+ contractor – helpline charge] 

HS2 response that reporting of defect should be made using the HS2 Ltd help line that is 

available 24/7 will be sufficient  

Email sent to Senior Community Engagement Manager – Phase 2a HS2 Ltd 
 

21-499 Severn Trent work Highlows/Yarnfield 

Lane 

Pressing STWCo engineering team for date phase 2 project will be started. Site visited by 

STWCo progress made on the scheme, date for start still to be confirmed. Request made for a 

site meeting with engineers responsible for the project. 

STWCo visit in April 2023 identified further complications with delivery of the project. Work 

with engineers to establish what needs to be done to see the work completed  

 

 

Project to be added to new council work programme 

22-376 Yarnfield Lane Lay-by – litter and fly 

tipping. 
Working with SBC and SCC to find a permanent solution. 

Project to be added to new council work programme  

 

22-58 Network + repairs Email to SCC raising concerns and for their support 

Network Plus now being carrying out repairs. Work is still needed to ensure the verge on 

Yarnfield Lane is repaired. To do this support will be required from SCC and Network Plus to 

prevent vehicles parking on the verge 

 

 

Ambition – 2 Safety 

A 

A 

R 

 

 
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23-231 Greenside Playground Parts ordered for the repair of the swing basket 

Complete work on pressure wash of the site 

Order parts required to renovate the basket swing. 

 

22-265 Labour in Vain Community Fund Webinar – parish councils now able to bid for funds from the Community 

Ownership Fund. 

Public meeting being arranged to secure support. 

ACV application submitted result due 17 July 2023 

Meeting arranged with consultants working for Enterprise Inns on the preparation of the 

planning application. 

New ACV application prepared and approved for submission to Stafford Borough Council  

 

 

22-153 Yarnfield Lane Cycle path Application submitted to SCC decision not due until Spring 2024 

 

 

22-47 Firing Range Stafford Borough Council Environmental Health to visit noise sensitive properties to carry out 

noise monitoring. 

SBC Environmental Health to SBC pressing Staffordshire Police for date to complete acoustic 

insulation work at the range.  

 

21-488 Gates at Cold Meece 

 

Gate design, cost of procurement and installation to be present to September 2023 meeting 
 

22-97 New Office Systems 

 

Contact SCC digital team to agree project to update the parish council website 

Project to be added to new council work programme. 

 

 

Parish Ambition – 3 Community 

Parish Ambition – 4 Good Governance 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

 
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