










 

 

YARNFIELD AND COLD MEECE PARISH COUNCIL 

COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st FEBRUARY, 2023. 

PRESENT:     Councillor Margaret Broader, Ms. Karen Chapman, Mrs. Tina Collins, Mr. Stan Collins, 

        Councillor Stella Hughes. 

CAG-23-01     APOLOGIES: Mrs. Linda Eyre.  

CAG-23-02     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None. 

CAG-23-03     SIGNING OF THE MINUTES: To approve the minutes as previously circulated. 

 Proposed:  Councillor Margaret Broader. Seconded: Mr. John Smee*. The minutes were signed after 

the meeting. 

CAG-23-04     Councillor Hughes had written to approximately 40 businesses in Cold Meece seeking 

financial assistance towards the purchase of a defibrillator for the ward. Disappointingly, no 

responses were received. 

Mr. Brian Eyre had made her aware that the Rotary Club of Eccleshall and East Mercia were seeking 

to support local organisations hoping to install defibrillators in their areas. She had written to the 

Rotary Club outlining the need for a defibrillator in Cold Meece and applying for a grant. She also 

explained the problem of siting the defibrillator and the lack of an electricity supply. Costs of a 

middle of the range defibrillator, cabinet and fixing charge had been provided. 

Post meeting note: Mr. Golbourne, Secretary of the Rotary Club contacted Councillor Hughes by 

phone and they discussed the application further. He suggested that the problems regarding the 

electricity supply and siting could prove problematic. 

CAG-23-05  Weather permitting Councillor Hughes hoped to begin the monthly litter picks on 

12th March. A litter pick had been carried out by villagers in two areas of the village but once again 

Yarnfield Lane was in need of a litter pick. 

CAG-23-06 Mr. John Fraser had set a date for the Village Spring Clean. This was to be held on 

22nd April from 10-12noon and from 2pm-4pm. Mr. Fraser would be asked to provide advertising 

and to contact Drake Hall Prison to see if they would like to join us again.  Councillor Hughes had 

begun a list of jobs/priorities for the day and asked other members to contribute their thoughts 

about other jobs.  Councillor Hughes would speak to Mr.Cresswell to see if a team from the Village 

Hall Management Committee, or others, could tidy the outside of the village hall and the garden 

area. 

CAG-23-06 It was agreed that the two planters outside Gorsty Hill Farm were in need of 

replacement. The two half barrels replaced earlier in the year cost in the region of £80. Councillor 

Hughes would raise this issue at the next parish council meeting.   

CAG-23-07 The expected higher costs of summer bedding was discussed. It would be desirable 

to have plants in the containers  for the King’s Coronation. However, May is too early for summer 

bedding. To put in additional planting before the summer would substantially increase costs. It 

would also mean that spring bulbs would have to be removed much earlier, which might be to their 

detriment.  
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CAG-23-08 Fund Raising. The committee decided to have two tables at the April 1st Fund Raising 

Event organised by the Events Working Group. Councillor Hughes had family staying with her at this 

time and may not be able to organize the event. Other members of the group were willing to help 

with this if she could not attend herself. 

CAG-23-09 Fund Raising. The committee agreed to hold a strawberry tea in June or July. Details  

will be discussed at the April meeting. Councillor Hughes will contact Mrs. Cooper again. 

CAG-23-10 The Friday Coffee morning group visited Yarnfield Park for lunch in November and 

held a very successful Christmas party. The group was going from strength to strength with between 

20 and 24 members attending.  

CAG-23-11 Councillor Hughes informed the group of the resignation of Councillor Cromey from 

the Parish Council and hence his resignation from the C.A.G. Regret was expressed at his resignation 

and appreciation for his support  when the Forum was operating and since the formation of the 

C.A.G. It was agreed that Councillor Hughes should write on behalf of the CAG to thank him for his 

support. 

The meeting ended at 8.30pm. 

CAG-23-12 The date of the next meeting is Tuesday, 18th April, 2023.    

Proposed by: Councillor M. Broader 

Seconded by: Mr. John Smee * (post meeting) 

Signed by:  
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April 2023  1 8 5 

May 2023 2 10 0 

 

Minute Resolution Action RAG 

Ambition 1 - Environment 

21-524 Village Green Project Progress update report to be brough to next Parish Council Meeting (June 23) 

Site meeting with Stafford Borough Council officers from planning and Streetscene arranged. 

Progress on the project and lease of the village green has again stalled.  

Escalate action to the Borough Council’s Planning Officer 

Cabinet lead and ward councillors pressing Stafford Borough Council officers to release funds 

and agree the lease. 

Project to be added to new council work programme 

 

22-376 Yarnfield Lane Lay-by – litter and fly 

tipping. 

Working with SBC and SCC to find a permanent solution. 

Project to be added to new council work programme  

 

22-58 Network + repairs Refer concern that the failure to repair of the verges on Yarnfield Lane to Staffordshire 

County Council. 

Network Plus now being carrying out repairs. Work is still needed to ensure the verge on 

Yarnfield Lane is repaired. To do this support will be required from SCC and Network Plus to 

prevent vehicles parking on the verge 

 

 

G Achieved A Action – in progress R Warning 

A 

A 

A 
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23-172 Damaged Openreach cover plate  Report concern about the need to complete work on the damaged cover again to Openreach. 

Repair will require reconstruction of manhole chamber which will require traffic management 

being put in place. 

Complaint about the failure to repair the damaged pedestrian cover plate in the pavement 

outside the Labour in Vain to be reported to Openreach for a second time 

 

 

22-285 Traffic management contractors use of 

premium phone numbers to report 

defects 

[Network+ contractor – helpline charge] 

Email sent to Senior Community Engagement Manager – Phase 2a HS2 Ltd 

  

21-499 Severn Trent work Highlows/Yarnfield 

Lane 

Pressing STWCo engineering team for date phase 2 project will be started. Site visited by 

STWCo progress made on the scheme, date for start still to be confirmed. Request made for a 

site meeting with engineers responsible for the project. 

STWCo visit in April 2023 identified further complications with delivery of the project. Work 

with engineers to establish what needs to be done to see the work completed  

 

 

23-231 Greenside Playground Complete work on pressure wash of the site 

Order parts required to renovate the basket swing. 

 

 

22-265 Labour in Vain Meeting arranged with consultants working for Enterprise Inns on the preparation of the 

planning application. 

New ACV application prepared and approved for submission to Stafford Borough Council  

 

 

 

Ambition – 2 Safety 

Parish Ambition – 3 Community 

R 

A 

A 

R 

A 



Monthly Progress Tracker – Update 14/05/23 

3 | P a g e  

 

22-153 Yarnfield Lane Cycle path Application submitted to SCC decision not due until Spring 2024 

 

 

 

22-47 Firing Range Stafford Borough Council Environmental Health to visit noise sensitive properties to carry out 

noise monitoring. 

SBC Environmental Health to SBC pressing Staffordshire Police for date to complete acoustic 

insulation work at the range.  

 

 

21-488 Gates at Cold Meece 

 

Gate design, cost of procurement and installation to be present to September 2023 meeting 
 

22-97 New Office Systems 

 

Contact SCC digital team to agree project to update the parish council website 

Project to be added to new council work programme. 

 

 

Parish Ambition – 4 Good Governance 

A 

A 

A 

A 


