
HS2 Ltd 1 to 1 meeting with Yarnfield and Cold Meece Parish Council  
  

1. Will you guarantee that Yarnfield Lane will not be closed at any point during the 
construction of the Stone Railhead and the realignment of the road? 

  
It is not possible to guarantee that Yarnfield Lane will not be closed at any time 
as a result of works required to be undertaken by the project. For example, there 
are Undertakings and Assurances concerning signalisation works at its junction 
with the A34 and the possible need for delivery of works related to speed 
reduction measures. 
  
The Environmental Statement noted that temporary road or lane closures and 
associated diversions will be required in a number of locations including 
Yarnfield Lane but that the expectation is that these will be restricted to short-
term overnight and/or weekend closures. 
  
Any closures will be discussed with the local highway authority in accordance 
with Schedule 4 of the HS2 Phase 2a Act and subject to any necessary 
consents. Public notification of any closure will be provided in accordance with 
the community engagement requirements in accordance with the project Code of 
Construction Practice and notification and signing to road users in accordance 
with the HS2 Phase One/2a Route-wide Traffic Management Plan (RTMP). 

  
  

2. Are there any guarantees regarding restrictions or limits on HGV movements on Yarnfield 
Lane and if so, how will these be monitored and enforced? 

  
There are no specific Undertakings and Assurance regarding restricting the use 
of Yarnfield Lane by Heavy Goods vehicles (over 3.5t). However, the project is 
required to use reasonable endeavours to complete the construction and 
commissioning of the M6 Slip Roads as soon as reasonably practicable in the 
main civil engineering works construction programme for the Proposed Scheme. 
  
Once the slip roads are open to HS2 construction traffic the project is required to 
use reasonable endeavours to maximise the use of the M6 Slip Roads by HS2 
Large Goods Vehicle construction traffic (over 7.5t), so far as reasonably 
practicable, for access to and egress from the Stone railhead main compound so 
as to reduce so far as reasonably practicable the use of Yarnfield Lane. 
  
All traffic flows and movements are required to comply with the General 
Principles that no new significant effects may arise beyond those set out in the 
Environmental Statement  as set out in Information Paper E3. How this will be 
manged is set out in Information Paper E8 and additional details can be found in 
the RTMP. 

  
3. Any improvements in speed or frequency of trains to and from Stafford, Stoke, Stone? 

Who will be accountable if these promises are broken? 

  
Regarding your query about the speed of, and frequency of train services, as I 
said this isn’t one HS2 can directly address. I would suggest that representation 

Appendix 5

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/960716/E3_Management_of_Traffic_During_Construction_v1.3.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/960722/E8_Vehicle_Flow_Management_and_Safety_Requirements_during_Construction_v1.3.pdf


is made to the DFT regarding the specification of franchised passenger services. 
For many of the railway passenger services, the DFT controls the specification of 
those train services and would look to compete those services through contracts 
(for others, they are operated under an open access basis meaning no contract 
with government). The eventual operator is required to meet those specifications 
which are based on the demand for those by passengers. Of course the 
operator, and any interested party is able to propose changes to DFT, and the 
DFT is able to amend those contracts (of course subject to commercial and 
value for money principles). 
  
With regard to the speed of train services, now this can be done by procuring 
faster rolling stock, or by upgrading the infrastructure to be capable of operating 
those train services at a faster speed. It is again not for HS2 to determine the 
upgrade of the conventional network, but this is done through the regulatory 
investment process with the DFT setting out what it wants, and the Office of Rail 
& Road (ORR) setting the boundaries within which Network Rail may deliver this. 

 


